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Greetings and Fall salutations! 

It seems that it finally feels like fall is in the air! Leaves changing to glorious 
shades of yellow, red and orange; tailgate parties at our Ram games, and of 
course, lovely trail rides in our beautiful mountains and plains! 

The Equine Sciences Stewards would like to welcome all of you to our 
Newsletter.  Inside you will find articles and columns written by fellow 
CSU Equine Sciences students, who are sharing their recent activities in the 
Equine community.  Whether it be an event like this past summer’s 
Olympic games, or attending the All American Futurity and Derby, or 
even finding out more about a fellow classmate, we hope you will enjoy 
this fall issue.   

Please feel free to participate in future publications! We welcome ALL 
writers out there who may have some Equine-related stories to tell.  Or, if 
you have something you want to sell, trade, or lease, place it in our free 
classified ad section.  You can also find us online http://www.csuess.com 
and don’t forget to ‘Like’ us on our Facebook page! 

Michele Kane 

editor’s note 
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My Olympic Trip 
 

1234

 

I grew up riding on the hunter/jumper circuit in Connecticut, with a Father that was extremely interested and 
supportive of my sport. It has always been his dream to go to the Olympics and I am fortunate to have shared this 
once in a lifetime experience with him. We began planning our trip when we discovered we could purchase the 
tickets to the Olympic events online in February. Once we purchased the tickets everything seemed to fall into 
place; we booked our flights and found an affordable hotel close to the Olympic venue. There were numerous 
Olympic venues throughout the city of London, but all of the Equestrian events took place in Greenwitch Park, a 
large outdoor venue with a stadium that sits roughly twenty three thousand people. The competition consisted of 
four days of show jumping competition, but only two of the days were there metals awarded. The first two days 
consisted of qualifying rounds that allowed the competitors to advance to the final round. 

The first event we attended was the Team Show Jumping medal event, which was the competitor’s third day of 
competition. The teams consisted of the top four individuals from each country whose standing was dictated by 
how they had done on the first two prior days of competition.  Representing the United States of America was 
McLain Ward, Beezie Madden, Reed Kessler and Richard Fellers. Ward and Madden were both returning team 
members looking for their third straight Olympic team gold metal. Kessler was the youngest Equestrian competitor 
to ever compete at the Olympics, turning 18 just months before the 2012 games. Lastly, Fellers was the only 
American to win an FEI annual international Show Jumping competition in twenty-five years. The United States 
had a very promising and strong team at a quick glance, but the rest of the competitors would dictate the final 
outcome. 

The Jumps were huge, with the Olympic standards determine the height and width of the jumps; at a maximum 
height of 1.6m; (5' 3") and can be up to 2.0m wide (6'6"). One especially challenging jump that racked up the most 
faults both days was the open water jump. Since it is not more than 1' high, this jump is allowed to be 4.5 m wide, 
which is 14'9"! The water jump had its own jump judge and camera, since even a hoof landing on the very edge of 
the water counts as a four-fault deduction, which is the same penalty as knocking down a rail. This jump was 
extremely wide making it difficult for many horses that are used to jumping a very high height, making it a 
challenge for all of the competitors. The announcers described the size of the jumps being roughly the dimensions of 
a jeep Grand Cherokee. It was amazing to see such incredible athletes perform in front of thousands. One tiny 
mistake at this height can mean the difference between victory and going home empty handed.  

In the end Great Britain received the gold medal, Netherlands received the silver medale and Saudi Arabia, the 
bronze. The final individual medal standings were 

Steve Guerdat from Switzerland received gold, Gerco Schroder from Netherlands silver and Cain O'conner from 
Ireland was awarded the bronze.   

Overall, my trip to the Olympics was an amazing experience to be able to travel to this incredible event and to 
share these once in a lifetime memories with my Dad. 

 

 

 

By Bria McCurdy 
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All American 
Weekend 

2012 Quarter Horse 
All American Futurity and 
Derby 

By Elizabeth Canda 

1

Over Labor Day weekend at 
Ruidoso Downs Racetrack the 
mountainous town of Ruidoso, 
New Mexico was packed with 
quarter horse racing enthusiasts 
from around the country! This 
year marked the 54th running of 
the All American Futurity, the 
world’s richest Quarter Horse 
race for two-year-olds of any 
breed in North America.   Also, 
this year’s 39TH running of the 
All American Derby is also 
noted for being the richest race 
for three-year-olds and older in 
Quarter Horse racing.   Earlier 
in August, these two-year olds 
and three-year-olds competed in 
trial races.  Horses with the 
tenth fastest times then qualified 
for the Futurity and Derby.   

 Nine horses raced 440 
yards for the Grade 1 $2.4 
million All American Futurity.  
This year was predicted to be 
quite a showdown between all 
nine horses.  The All American 
lineup included: the heavily 
favored New Mexico bred filly 
PJ Chick in Black.  She was five-
for-five, previously won two 
futurities, and clocked in the 
fastest trial time winning by 5 ! 
lengths; One Dashing Eagle, 
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who had recently won the Ed 
Burke Million Futurity in Los 
Alamitos Race Course in 
California; Bp Cartels Alibi; 
Sudden Thoughts; Native Tea 
Rose; Mr. Perry Cartel; Krash 
Cartel; Aha Moment; and Just 
Wanna Corona who was bred 
by Royal Vista Equine.   While 
the odds were in the filly’s favor, 
One Dashing Eagle broke to the 
fore-front and dueled between 
Sudden Thoughts and Aha 
Moment only before separating 
himself by three-quarters of a 
length at the wire.  Earning the 
$1.2 million purse, One Dashing 
Eagle is currently ranked as the 
nation’s number one two-year-
old racing Quarter Horse. 

Competing in the $2.2 million 
All American Derby, the three-
year olds had their work cut out 
for themselves running against 
the heavily favored Ochoa.  In 
last year’s All American 
Futurity, Ochoa took home the 
victory.  This year, once Ochoa 
started to extend his stride, he 
quickly powered to a 1 " length 
win in the Derby.  Earning the 
winning share of $950,000, 
Ochoa made history that day.  
First, he became one of only six 
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horses to have won both the All 
American Futurity and Derby.  
Secondly and most importantly, 
he pushed his current winnings 
to over $2.5 million.  This gave 
Ochoa the deserved title of, 
“Quarter Horse racing’s all-time 
leading money earner.”      

 Being able to watch 
these talented horse athletes is 
always an exhilarating 
experience.  If ever given the 
opportunity, take a seat, place a 
bet, and listen as the announcer 
shouts, “And they’re off 
running!”  You never know 
when you could be watching 
history in the making!

3-year-old Ochoa winning 2012 All American 
Derby 
Photo: stallionesearch.com 
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By Logan Bennett                  Photo: Kareem Rosser
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American Quarter Horse 
Association Scholarship 

All materials, including the application itself, need to be mailed 
and will not be accepted if faxed. This scholarship is valid for 
the 2013-1014 academic year. 

It is apparent that the American Quarter Horse Association 
values continuing education and will do what they can to 
support students who have the same values. This scholarship is 
only offered to AQHA members and should definitely be taken 
advantage of. Don’t let this great opportunity pass you by! 

For more information, go to www.aqha.com/foundation. 

 

This inspirational program also helps create lasting bonds and forms a second family for many of these kids. 
Karrem, in describing Lezlie calls her a second mother and credits her for helping to instill in him responsibility and 
a strong work ethic. Kareem also stressed to me the importance of academics in the program. “If you were failing 
you didn’t ride, we had tutors to help us get our grades back up and as soon as you did you could start again, but 
until then you just had to work cleaning stalls and grooming.”  

The many opportunities that work to ride opens for young people is amazing not only in horses, but beyond. 
Thanks to the program Kareem got to attend a private high school on a polo scholarship. As a result to his 
experiences with work to ride, he has gotten to play polo around the world from Nigeria to China, and played with 
some of the worlds best players.  The “work to ride” program is still changing lives of Philadelphia’s youth to this 
day, offering hope, and perhaps opening doors to lives and opportunities that some of them never even dreamed of.   

To donate to this inspirational program please visit www.worktoride.net and come out and support Kareem and the 
rest of the CSU polo team as they campaign for a national championship this season!!! 

Polo is a sport that historically has been enjoyed almost exclusively 
by the wealthy and privileged; however, thanks to an amazing 
program in Philadelphia the “sport of kings” is opening its doors for 
deserving youth. The “work to ride program” was established by 
Lezlie Hiner in 1994 and is a non-profit organization centered on 
giving urban at risk youth the opportunity to learn to ride in 
exchange for performing farm duties. At Lezlie’s farm they teach all 
disciplines of riding from jumping to barrel racing, but it is in the 
world of polo where they have really shined and made a name for 
themselves. Kareem Rosser, a work to ride alum and first year 
Colorado State University transfer student describes what this 
program gave him, “It gave me a way out, I mean before I become 
involved with work to ride I was doing poorly in school and didn’t 
really have a focus, and it gave me that.” 

POLO: SPORT OF KINGS 

Are you a member of the American Quarter Horse 
Association? Then there is a scholarship just for you! 

The American Quarter Horse Association is offering a 
Foundation scholarship, due December 1, 2012, that is 
only offered to current members. There are only a few 
things you have to do to be considered for the scholarship: 

1.) Print and fill out online application, found at 
www.aqha.com/foundation 

2.) Provide proof of membership 

3.) Provide current, cumulative transcript and ACT/SAT 
scores 

4.) 3-reference letters 

5.) Expected expenses for the academic school year 

 

By Leah Roepke 
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 Classified  
Ads 
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http://prayerpicsrus.blogspot.com/2010/12/h
orses.html 

 

 

What’s happening with the CSU Equine Teams and Clubs: 

English Riding Club 

The English Riding Club is off to a great start with a brand new officer team and 
a fantastic group of new members. The Club has upheld it’s philanthropic values 
by volunteering time cleaning up Lory State Park’s cross country course and 
helping with the Jousting in Estes Park. They have held team dinners; regular 
ride nights, and recently had a clinic with hunter/jumper trainer Jen Duffy. 

Ranch Horse Versatility 

An astonishingly large new club, Ranch Horse is starting the year off with a 
great group of new members. The club has been holding weekly practices with a 
lot of success and is busy preparing for their annual fall show, The Silver Jubilee 
to be held on the weekend of October 13th. We wish all the competitors a 
fantastic show, and are looking forwards to cheering on this year’s VRH team! 

CHA 

The Collegiate Horsemen’s Association has had a great start to their year, and 
has a busy schedule coming up. On October 14th they are volunteering at the 
Draft Horse Open House at Mountain View Stables. Following this, they will 
hold a meeting, pumpkin carving, and potluck in Shep 102 at 6pm on October 
22nd.  Keeping with the holiday spirit, they will be attending a haunted corn 
maze on the 20th and will end the month watching a Saddle Fitting at Heart’s 
and Horses. 

Polo 

The Polo Club has started off strong with an influx of new members. They 
recently held a very successful clinic in conjunction with a local pony club with 
Polo Training Foundation member, Wilbur O’Farrell. The next game will be 
against Westmont on October 19th at the BW Pickett Arena. This is a great 
team, so make sure to show your support by cheering them on at home games. 
The varsity girls team will be heading down to Texas on October 16th to face 
Texas A&M and Texas Tech. Go Rams!  

 

By Cailin Caldwell 



 

 

 

The Equine Science Stewards had a great opportunity to represent CSU and the Equine Science Program in the 
college fair at the American Quarter Horse Youth Association (AQHYA) World Show in Oklahoma City in the 
beginning of August. The Stewards in attendance, Katy Lippolis, Amanda Summers, Tegan Biun, and Kaitlin Wright, 
were presented with the task of recruiting prospective students at the show by providing basic information about the 
program including tuition fees, clubs to join, how to get a job with an Equine Science degree, and what our program has 
to offer compared with other programs across the world.  

Although we went to recruit and provide information to new students, we were also able to watch some of the 
events going on in the arenas such as halter performances, showmanship, horsemanship, Western riding, working 
hunter, and much more. This World Show consisted of youth riders under the age of eighteen who came from all over 
the world to perform. The United States, Brazil, Canada, England, Germany, Mexico, Sweden, and Venezuela were all 
represented at the show. These Quarter Horse exhibitors were required to qualify for their events prior to competing in 
the World Show by earning a predetermined amount of points for each event. There were more than 2,400 entries in the 
Youth World Show this year competing for thirty-four world championships over the course of one week.  

Apart from the competition, there were also several clinics offered throughout the show for riders and their 
families to learn about different events or aspects of the occasion. One such clinic, taught by AQHA Professional 
Horseman Brad Kearns of Grayslake, Illinois, was a free “Ride the Pattern” demonstration on how to properly perform 
the Youth World Show horsemanship pattern.  
Katy, Amanda, Tegan, and I had a great time representing the CSU Equine Science Program at the Youth World 
Show. We were able to teach students about our program, as well as provide them and their parents with helpful 
information on how to start the application process to become a CSU Ram in the near future! 

 AMERICAN QUARTER HORSE YOUTH 
ASSOCIATION 

By Kaitlin Wright 
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SUDOKU PUZZLER 

www.websudoku.co

www.breyerhorses.com 


