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Story and photos by Emily Hartman 

Packing and Outfitting Class from the Trail 

Disclaimer: Under Colorado law, no 
expression made by students in the 
exercise of free speech or freedom of 
the press shall be deemed to be an 
expression of school policy. No 
student, employee, or officer of CSU 
shall be held liable in any civil or 
criminal action for expression made or 
published by a student.  

I 
n late October, Chuck Peterson took the packing and outfitting class out into the 

wilderness to lean what it is like to go camping with horses.  

I decided to join this class not only because I enjoy spending three days sur-

rounded by horses and horse-crazy people with no contact to the rest of the 

world, but also to become a better horseman.  

The very first day, as we prepared to take off from the trailhead, I was handed a mule 

to lead. It may not seem like 

that difficult of a task to lead 

a pack animal, but when you 

are trying to keep your rid-

ing horse far enough away 

from the animal in front of 

you to prevent your horse 

from getting kicked while 

making sure your pack mule 

isn’t running their panniers 

into trees. In addition, every 

time we came to a water 

crossing my riding horse 

wanted to leap over it and 

then take off running while I 

was still holding on to the 

mule. Needless to say it took a lot of multitasking to figure out how to get to the 

campsite without losing the pack animal.  

When we had made it about half way to the campsite Chuck tied the mule he was lead-

ing on to mine to give me the experience of leading two pack mules at once, which 

required even more multitask-

ing on my part. However, in 

the end I made it out a better 

horseman.  

The rest of the weekend      

consisted of hanging out with 

other great girls who decided 

to take the class, eating great 

food, and even learning how to 

pack out hay bales. It was an 

incredible experience and I 

would recommend it to anyone 

interested in horses and the 

outdoors.   
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By Stephany Lunn  

Honors Optioning in Equine Science  

O 
ne of the best things about being an honors student in the 

equine science program is the fact that we have the oppor-

tunity to honors option instead of just take an honors section 

of a course. Honors option allows us to create an entirely 

new project with our professors. Some professors offer the same oppor-

tunity to honors option each year. Others choose to switch it up. From 

personal experience and listening to my friends experiences, I’ve come to 

realize how much our professors value our education. Education goes 

beyond school work and classes. A big part of the culture here at CSU is 

research and advancement.  

Both of my honors options involved hands-on experience in research. My 

first was ANEQ 328, foundations in animal genetics. I got the opportuni-

ty to go to Rouse Ranch in Wyoming to help bleed cows for a genetic 

study. We spent the day taking blood samples from the tails of approxi-

mately one hundred head of cattle. Then looking at the results, I wrote 

about what they meant and what I learned. Just because we are equine 

science students doesn’t mean we should limit ourselves to horses. It’s so 

much fun to get a well-rounded education and diverse experiences. 

My second honors option class will be in ANEQ 344, principles of equine 

reproduction. We haven’t started the project yet; however, our primary 

focus will be creating slides from various tissues extracted from through-

out the reproduction system. They will be used in future labs for students 

to get a microscopic look at the differences in tissues.  

Honors optioning doesn’t have to be paper! It can be anything that en-

hances your knowledge and allows you to delve further into class materi-

al. Have an idea for an honors option project? Ask your professor. Even if they have a general project that they’re used to assigning, 

they may be excited to hear your ideas and what you’re interested in. Take advantage of honors optioning to further your education 

and find what you’re really interested in. Stay tuned for more information and pictures of slides we will produce for principles of 

equine reproduction.                                                                                                                                         

Photo courtesy of Stephany Lunn 

Don’t forget to check out the Equine Sciences Logo Gear in the Equine 

Center offices at the Equine Teaching and Research Center on Overland.  

We’ve got tons of items from every price range, size, styles and colors. 

Whether you are looking for a last few items to keep you warm before 

summer or wanting to get a jump start with the warm weather you don’t 

need to look any further. The office carries unique items just for the  

Equine Sciences program from ¾ zips, hoodies, baseball caps, t-shirts, 

vests, long sleeves and much more. A collection of mugs, stickers for 

your car as well as ones for your computer or other school items are also available.  

Stop on by Monday-Friday 8 a.m.  - 5 p.m. and ask the front desk for a peek at the items. 

Happy shopping! 
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By Dixie Crowe 

Legends of Ranching Sale 

By Dixie Crowe 

Collegiate Horse Judging 

Mark your calendar’s now, you don’t want to miss all the excitement of the student competition, the new futurity and 

Maturity competition and of course the sale! 

 

Wagonhound Land and Livestock Student Competition Saturday April 16, 2016 

Legends of Ranching Futurity and Maturity Competition Friday April 22, 2016 

Legends of Ranching  Performance Horse Sale  Saturday April 23, 2016 

I 
 signed up for the Introduction to Horse Evaluation class last spring to challenge myself to learn how to objectively look at 

horse conformation and understand its connection to movement in performance classes. I knew I needed this in order to be a 

better equine journalist. To say I was a novice would be an overstatement. I didn’t have a strong showing or riding back-

ground. My spring judging competition was rough, but I was determined to keep improving, signing up for Advanced Horse 

Evaluation this fall and joined the Arabian Team. 

Having just returned with a team third place finish from Arabian Nationals and the end to my very short collegiate judging career, I 

can say the hard work and long practices were worth it. Not only for the team placing and my individual placings of fourth in perfor-

mance and ninth in reasons, but for all the confidence and knowledge I gained over these two semesters. Was I a huge fan of giving 

oral defenses for my placings? No, not in the spring. But this fall I started riding lessons with Kristen Wheeler, who was also our 

coach, and the connections between my actions as a rider to the horse’s movement combined with its conformation all started to fall 

into place. I knew why a horse was moving better than another, hock engagement, reaching further under its barrel, a freer shoulder. 

She encouraged each of us to find our voice and tell our story within the framework for giving reasons, 

which made us all more successful in the reasons room. As a team we finished first in reasons. 

When I was sitting in the stands judging performance classes in the competition I felt confident in my     

placings and my last set of reasons of my collegiate career was for lady’s side saddle open and I felt like a 

champion when I walked out of that room. I exceeded all my expectations for myself in less than one year.  

I highly recommend taking at least the introductory course to all equine majors. If you show, you’ll know 

what your judges are really looking for in your classes. If you want to see the connection between confor-

mation and movement, you’ll get 

it in this class. If you want to  

succinctly organize a well-

reasoned oral argument that you 

can back with facts, this is your 

class. And as a final thought think 

about this, CSU doesn’t recruit 

horse judgers for the team like 

other universities. This program 

builds you from the ground up 

and it’s successful. Don’t just take 

classes to get through your      

degree, challenge yourself. You  

may just have the time of your life!                                                                                             Photos by Dixie Crowe and Nikki Jones 
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By Claire Hobika 

CSU Polo Schedule 

T 
he Colorado State University Versatility Ranch 

Horse Team is a team consisting both riders and 

non-riders  wishing to learn about the versatility 

of the working ranch horse. We have roughly 40 

members and the privilege of having two coaches to help 

us reach our individual and team goals with our horses. 

Outside industry professionals come help us at practices to 

better our skills and horsemanship. We practice twice a 

week for the entire school year and compete at various 

shows locally and travel to other shows in Nebraska,   

Texas, Oklahoma, and Wyoming.  

Our team facilitates and manages our annual CSU Silver 

Jubilee fall show at the Equine Center. This particular 

show had a record breaking number of entries including collegiate and open riders competing in ranch pleasure, trail, reining, and 

working cow horse. This show is always a lot of fun to host because it is a great time of year and we have a great turn out every time. 

We announce, run gates, manage the cattle, and create patterns. The team also shows during this busy and eventful weekend!  

At the Jubilee our team did exceptionally well bringing taking home all 

around buckles, reserve prizes and team awards. This is always such a 

reward to have everyone do so well, because as a team we do a lot to  

prepare for an event of this caliber. Coordinating with judges, receiving 

sponsorships, and ordering custom prizes are just a few of the tasks that 

are going on behind the scenes. Our team is always striving to get better 

and growing in size and talent!  

We look forward to our next show this coming spring! If you have any 

questions regarding the team or any upcoming shows please feel free to 

contact me at ashreisenauer@gmail.com. Go Rams!! 

Photos by Tanya Gore 

By Ashley Reisenauer 

Silver Jubilee Ranch Horse Versatility 

Come cheer on your CSU Polo Team at the Equine Center. The men’s 

team won the 2015 Polo Championship, you don’t want to miss this fun 

fast-paced sport. This is the schedule for the remaining home matches. 

However, these dates are subject to cancellation for weather, so please 

check the CSU Polo Facebook page to confirm matches at CSU Polo or 

by email at coloradostatepolo@gmail.com. Parking is free, students $3, 

adults $5, and children are free.  

December 5 CSU Polo 11:00 a.m. 

December 11 CSU Women vs. Oregon State University 7:00 p.m. 

  

Photo courtesy of CSU Polo 
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