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 Editorial by Dixie Crowe 

Exciting Year for Equine Sciences Wraps Up 

I 
t is that time of year 

when the weather 

can’t decide if it is 

really spring or not, 

classes are winding 

down, and  students are 

trying to enjoy the nicer 

weather but stay on top of 

final projects and papers. 

The Wagonhound Land 

and Livestock student 

competition has crowned a 

new champion. This year, 

Dyllan Freeburg won the 

custom trophy saddle 

made by Zach Iddings and donated by Cowan Select Horses. The 10th Annual        

Legends of Ranching Performance Horse Sale is just days away. This year marks an 

exciting addition to the sale weekend with the unveiling of the Legends of Ranching 

Futurity and Maturity show. 

The CSU Polo Club Varsity Men’s team have brought home a national championship 

title (see page 4). The 2014 Arabian Horse Judging Team won the US Arabian       

Nationals for the fourth year in a row. The Judging Team was also Reserve Champion 

at the All-American Quarter Horse Congress. The 2015 team is off to a great start  

winning the Spring Sweepstakes Judging contest in Texas. 

The Ranch Horse Versatility Team’s Silver Jubilee in the fall and the Rodeo Team’s    

Skyline Stampede a few weeks ago were successful. Students working at Hagyard 

Medical Center in Kentucky this spring will bring back amazing stories about all the 

horses they helped treat. There are so many great stories throughout the program this 

year, but not enough column space to tell them all. 

It is also the time when we say goodbye to graduating seniors. Three stewards are         

highlighted in this issue (see pages 5 and 6).  Thank you to all the Equine Sciences 

seniors for your contributions to the program and the support of your friends and 

peers. We look forward to seeing you shine in the industry. 

Dyllan Freeburg with SCR Peptos Parton. Photo by Dixie Crowe. 

Disclaimer: Under Colorado law, no 
expression made by students in the 
exercise of free speech or freedom of 
the press shall be deemed to be an 
expression of school policy. No 
student, employee, or officer of CSU 
shall be held liable in any civil or 
criminal action for expression made or 
published by a student.  
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A 
s soon as school gets out for summer I will be heading off to Chazy, New York for a paid summer internship 

at the W. H. Miner Institute.  

The Miner Institute was founded in 1951 and its goals include economically improving agriculture operations 

through research, education, and demonstrations. Its research programs focus on current problems in the   

equine and dairy industries. I am participating in the SEEM, Summer Experience in Equine Management, program. One 

of the things I am most excited for is the opportunity to pick a project horse from their Morgan herd that I will be        

responsible for evaluating, training, and marketing for sale.  

During the course of the summer I will also learn how to manage an equine facility, broodmare management, stallion 

collection, semen evaluation, pasture management, and experience many different disciplines of riding, such as dressage 

and driving. Interns also have an opportunity to be involved in research being done during the summer. I cannot wait for 

the start of summer and realize that this internship will allow me to be a more well-rounded Equine Science   student. 

By Janie Weiss 

Training, Breeding, Managing Morgans  

W 
e all bring a unique background, a unique perspective, to this 

program. For Christina Sladkowski, that background stems 

from growing up in a bilingual household. She was raised by 

her Ukrainian parents who came to the United States 25 years 

ago. At the time they were newly-weds with nothing more than $200, a couple of 

suitcases, and dreams to build a better life for their family. After years of hard 

work, they were able to open a successful business and send their children to    

college. 

Growing up in a Ukrainian household helped to shape Christina into one of the 

most humble, kind-hearted people I have met. Christina understands the          

importance of appreciating the little things in life as well as the more obvious 

things. In her parents’ home country of Ukraine, the economy is weak and many 

people struggle day to day. They don’t have the same privileges that Americans 

so often take for granted. The issue of money doesn’t keep their culture from 

thriving. The people of Ukraine are very family oriented; they take care of and 

rely on one another. 

Christina grew up with that culture at home. She was exposed to it from birth with her parents teaching her how to speak 

Ukrainian. Even now, they speak to her in their language and she chooses which language to respond in. She also enjoys 

speaking to her friends in Ukrainian and watching them try to figure out what she’s saying.  

Her particular language skills go unmatched by most people in America. Christina hopes to apply her skills in the equine 

industry. If there is ever a need to know Ukrainian, I hope she is the first to be called. She truly is an amazing person, 

and we are lucky to have her as part of our program here at CSU. It just goes to show everyone has a story and some-

thing interesting to add to our student body and the industry as a whole.  

Photo courtesy of Christina Sladkowski. 

By Stephany Lunn 

Student Spotlight 
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When you came to CSU did you know what you wanted to 

do with your degree? 

No, I just knew that I had a passion for horses and that I   

didn’t want to go to vet school. I figured there has to be more 

in the horse industry than managing a horse farm or being a 

veterinarian. 

What classes do you think best prepared you for your job 

in the “real world”? 

I had always wanted to breed my own horses at some point, 

and my advisor, being a repro person, told me to look into 

repro-related classes. After taking ANEQ344, I realized it 

was really hard but that I really liked it. It was good, chal-

lenging and engaging. After that, I took foaling management 

and  reproduction management and learned a lot of the sci-

ence, planning and skills involved in reproduction.  

What jobs and internships did you have before            

graduating that helped get you to where you are? 

I worked at King Creek Ranch, a 6000 acre Quarter Horse 

and cattle operation. There I helped with calving and also 

managed and rode horses. We had some young horses that I 

helped raise and train, and I found I really enjoy being a part 

of the whole process from foal to adult riding horse. 

A couple years ago, I went with Collegiate Horseman’s    

Association (CHA) to the breed approvals at Rancho Corazon 

in New Mexico. I helped a little with preparing the horses for 

the approvals and got really excited about breeding and send-

ing horses through approvals.  

I also worked at the Equine Center and gained experience 

with medicine and first aid. It was also helpful to learn to 

operate the big equipment and drive large trucks and trailers. 

Tell me about how you found your current job and the   

process of getting it. 

Darlene, the breeding manager at Wild Turkey, came to a 

short course at CSU and told Tiare that she was looking to 

hire. Tiare then suggested that I apply, and I thought, ‘No 

way will I get this job,’ but I gave it a try. When I applied, 

they had actually already filled the position, but a few weeks 

later they contacted me and asked if I was still interested. So, 

I flew out to Oregon for a day to interview. I had a lunch  

interview and shadowed Darlene for the afternoon to get an 

idea of what the job would entail. Afterwards, they offered 

me the job and asked me to move out as soon as possible… 

here I am! 

Do you have any advice for current freshmen?  How 

about seniors about to graduate? 

To the freshmen: Start building your resume now. No job is 

below you; do everything you can, because any experience is 

good experience. Be sure to talk to people, have business 

cards and get your name out there. Remember that someone 

is always watching, even if you don’t know it! People will 

notice your hard work.   

To the seniors: I would give a lot of the same advice as I did 

to freshmen. Take whatever job you can get that you think 

you can learn something from, and don’t be afraid to move 

on. I would also say don’t be afraid to physically move,    

relocate. If you would’ve asked me a year ago if I would be 

living in Oregon, I’d have laughed and said no way, but here I 

am! Things will get hard, but keep your chin up because they 

will get better. Finally, keep in touch with peers at school, 

professors and faculty.   

 

By Taylor Randall 

Chelsea Boggs, Equine Repro Assistant 

Chelsea Boggs, class of 2014, is the Equine Reproductive Assistant at Wild Turkey Farm in Oregon 

Chelsea rides Flying B Two Gun, the mare she originally trained during 

the colt training class for the 9th Annual Legends of Ranching Sale and 

then purchased. Photo courtesy of Chelsea Boggs. 
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By Dixie Crowe 

CSU Men’s Polo National Champions 

 
 

 

CSU Men’s Polo Team stands in front of the scoreboard showing their title-winning score of 20 to 17 

over Texas A & M. Photo by Kim Hallowell. 

T 
he Colorado State University Polo Club, Equine Sciences, and the university are all celebrating the 

men’s varsity team win over Texas A & M to clinch the USPA Intercollegiate/Interscholastic National 

Polo Championship title. 

Many students have seen the 1990, 1991, and 1999 Men’s Polo       

National Championship banners hanging in the B.W. Pickett arena. 

This win gives the team its fourth title. 

The team comprised of Kareem Rosser, Alex Kokesh, Jered Berg, 

James Dodge and Andrew Wildermuth will all be returning for next 

year’s season. The team advanced to the finals by winning the semi-

finals in a shootout over Southern Methodist University. Then         

followed with an exciting win over Texas A & M at the championship 

match held at the University of Connecticut. Along with the title and 

trophy, Kareem Rosser was named an all-star. 

You can follow the CSU Polo Club on Facebook or contact them for 

more information at coloradostatepolo@gmail.com. 

The club has a beginner team as well as junior varsity and varsity teams that play competitively throughout the 

school year. Previous experience is not required to join the club. The club owns 30 horses that are used       

specifically for the program so you do not need to provide your own horse.  



Page 5                                                                                  Equine Sciences Connection                                                                        April  2015 

 

 

Happy Trails Graduating Seniors 
Taylor Randall By Charlotte Selke 

Taylor Randall is a senior Equine Sciences Major at Colorado State  

University who will be graduating this May. During her time here, she 

has been a teaching assistant for the colt-training class, an Equine       

Sciences Steward, and the President of the CSU Collegiate Horsemen’s 

Association. I sat down with Taylor to reflect on her time at CSU.  

Q: What drew you to the CSU Equine Sciences program? 

I knew that this program was nationally recognized, so that was of 

course a draw. But the curriculum really excited me. There is such a  

diverse range of classes, from the sciences to the business to the     

horsemanship and handling, and I knew it was really important for me to 

get a solid background in all of those things if I wanted to be successful 

in the horse industry.  Finally, when I visited the Equine Center, it just 

felt good!  The people were friendly, I got a personalized thank you  

letter for visiting, and it just felt right. 

Q: What was the biggest challenge you faced during your time at 

CSU? 

There are two semesters that really stand out as challenges to me.  The first was my second semester of freshman year when I   

started to doubt my long-held plan to go to vet school. It may sound silly, but I had been following that plan for so long that when I 

realized I was no longer passionate about it, I felt a little lost. I set off on the unknown path, but it led me to finding out what I truly 

want to spend the rest of my time doing. The other challenging semester I had was my first semester of this year. I took on too 

much, in classwork and in extracurricular activities, and it really had me stretched thin. So I would say that the challenge there was 

learning where my limits are and how to balance all of the things that I want to be involved in. 

What is your favorite memory in CSU Equine Sciences? 

How am I to pick just one?! I have had so many wonderful experiences both in and out of the classroom with the Equine program. 

Some highlights include: driving down to Texas for the spring horse judging competition and touring so many of those beautiful 

facilities. I also loved going on the Breeds trip to Kentucky and Tennessee. Having been involved in the colt starting class for three 

years now, I of course have many great memories of that as well. Taking that class and starting three young horses for the sale have 

been the most rewarding things I have ever done. Really, my favorite memory is the whole experience, from my first day freshman 

year to now. The opportunities that I have had and the people that I have met and connected with are truly wonderful.  

How would you say your time at CSU has shaped your future goals? 

Well, I started at CSU with plans to attend our great vet school and be an equine veterinarian. This program, though, being so    

diverse, opened my eyes to so many different options within the horse industry, and I was really able to explore and find my true 

passions. I now aspire to be a young horse trainer, applying the fundamentals of both English and Western disciplines to my     

training.  

What are your plans after CSU? 

They are not set in stone yet, but will likely get a job training and managing the young horses at the Warmblood breeding farm 

where I had an internship. From there I will continue to learn and gain experience starting young horses, and hope to eventually 

have my own operation.   

What are your words of wisdom to an incoming freshman in the CSU Equine Sciences Program? 

First, I will start with all of the cliches: Get involved! Really, though, look back at the question about my favorite memories at CSU 

and realize that most of those were outside of class or based on relationships I had made by getting involved. Get to know your 

peers and definitely the faculty. They are here to help you out and will be very valuable connections to have. I would also like to 

share a favorite phrase of mine that I learned and embraced while studying abroad in Spain: "No pasa nada." Literally, it means, 

"Don't worry about it." However, what it means in context is to relax and enjoy, you have nothing to worry about, be embarrassed 

about, or stress about; because in the grand scheme of things, it is no big deal. So, freshmen friends, (and everyone really!) my  

advice to you is to ask yourselves how that small failure or little embarrassing moment will really impact your life.  My guess is the 

answer will often be "no pasa nada!" 

Taylor Randall rides her current colt from this year’s training class, GR Leos War Coup. Photo by Amy Morgan. 
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Happy Trails Graduating Seniors 

 

Gentle in what you do, firm in how you do it.  

~ Buck Brannaman 

Mary Misgen is a senior Equine Science major graduating this 

May. She transferred to CSU in spring of 2012 from a local  

community college.  

She has been involved in the program as an Equine Science 

Steward for two years, played Polo for one semester and a    

competing member on the Versatility Ranch Horse Team. She 

has also been working out at the Equine Teaching and Research 

Center for the last two years as well as part of the feed and   

management crew.  

Upon graduation she will be moving to Ardmore, OK to work 

for Cowan Ranch, Inc. who specialize in cutting and reined cow 

horses. 

 

Photo Courtesy of Mary Misgen. 

Amanda Summers is a graduating senior majoring in Equine and 

Animal Sciences with minors in Biomedical Science and Business 

Administration.  

Amanda is graduating Magna cum Laude and with honors, with her 

thesis focused on assisting the horse judging program with new 

teaching materials for students preparing for the Quarter Horse  

competitions.  

As an active member within the College of Agricultural Sciences, 

she spent most of her undergraduate career as an Equine Science 

Steward and an Ag Ambassador, being especially involved in the 

mentoring programs to help new students network and become   

involved during their journey at CSU.  

Amanda was also involved as a member of the Quarter Horse   

Judging Team in 2011 and received the title of First Runner Up 

when competing for Miss Rodeo Colorado last year. After         

graduation, Amanda is attending veterinary school at Midwestern University in Glendale, Arizona and she is excited to 

begin the next step of her adventure in becoming a large animal veterinarian. 

She would like to thank the faculty and staff of the Department of Animal Sciences for always encouraging and         

supporting her throughout her undergraduate career!  

Photo courtesy of Amanda Summers. 


